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Letters to the Editor 
Deserves Consideration 
Maybe it's my age too. Or maybe it's my 
background. Whatever the reason, I would 
like to express my appreciation of your 
July 25 editorial—"BIC Weather." 
The article was very good and deserves 
our consideration. 
Well done. 
Scotch M. Ndlovu 
Goshen, IN 
Where Is the Church? 
With regard to a recent article concern-
ing the rights of children. (See VISITOR, 
June 10, 1979—p. 3) 
More and more the Body of Chirst, as a 
whole, is constantly being bombarded by 
the evil one and he will go to no end to 
bring the church to its knees. The case 
before us—the children! 
The notation at the beginning of the 
article, in small print, 'A BASIC R I G H T 
O F C H I L D H O O D — A F F E C T I O N , 
LOVE, U N D E R S T A N D I N G . ' reference 
was made to the 'recognition of 1979 being 
designated as the YEAR O F THE CHILD. ' 
Is the church aware of the connotat ions 
that this Presidential Executive Order 
carries? 
This situation is a good example of 
where the church responsibilities concern-
ing the body as a whole—with scriptural 
guidelines—should be assisting in the area 
of teaching, leading, and attaining a dis-
cerning spirit (Heb. 5:13, 14). 
Let us take a look at President Carter's 
Executive Order of April 4, 1979 concern-
ing International Year of the Child. Steps 
in projecting this program were made as 
far back as December 1976, and we are 
now subtlely being 'railroaded' into believ-
ing that all of this is for a good cause. Yes, 
there may be some good in it but the bad 
out-weighs the good. 
The subtlety of this matter is that much 
attention is being drawn to the children 
when behind the backs of the parents 
moves are being made to change the God-
given rule of order in the home. By this the 
responsibilities of the parents are in actual 
fact being taken over by the state. Is that 
scriptural? 
Where is the church? It seems to me that 
our church as a denomination hardly even 
knows of the seriousness of this offensive 
attack by the evil one on Christ's church. 
As a responsible person for the actions, 
in part, of this denomination and as a 
Christian believer, I would encourage that 
each one of us contemplate very seriously 
the impact this order could have on our 
lives. My challenge would be that as Chris-
tians we should stand up and be counted 
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From the Editor 
For this issue I am devoting this column to a brief essay 
which was included in a recent bulletin of the New Life 
Brethren in Christ Church, Collingwood, Ontario. It was 
written by the pastor's wife, Anna Marie Shaw. 
What About the Children? 
Jesus Christ put the value of children before the world. 
He loved them and welcomed them. 
Look at the children around you . . . Are they hurting? 
Who really cares about them? The response that "every 
thing is fine here" doesn't hold when we read about the 
millions of children even in developed countries like ours 
who suffer f rom malnutrition, who cannot read, who are 
abused. 
Have you evaluated the needs of the children in your 
community? Have you talked to children, listened to their 
parents, visited the schools? Do you know what is happen-
ing in the minds of your children because of exposure to 
so-called adult T.V. programs, pornography and double 
standards practiced around them? 
Are your children seeing love in action in the home? Is 
your church helping troubled families, including the 
quietly desperate families who may feel they are alone in 
the church with their problems? One of the surest acts of 
love by adults is to refuse to be part of the grasping "me" 
generation and to begin investing time and interest in 
children. Children are a real investment. 
2 Evangelical fVisitor 
About five years ago, our commu-
nity began to feel a need for a way to 
inform one another, on short notice, of 
urgent prayer requests. We had a num-
ber of expectant mothers at the time, 
and we all felt a strong desire to sup-
port them in prayer during the birth of 
their children. To communicate quickly 
and effectively, we devised a simple 
telephone system, in which each per-
son in the community is responsible 
for contacting two or three other peo-
ple whenever there is an urgent prayer 
request. 
The leader of the community sets 
things in motion by calling the people 
assigned to him. They, in turn, phone 
the people they are responsible for, 
and so on. Each person, immediately 
after making his phone calls, gathers 
together his family or household and, 
regardless of the time of day or night, 
they pray for the situation. In most 
cases the entire community—more than 
a thousand people—can be contacted 
and at prayer in as little as ten minutes. 
We publish the phone assignments 
on a chart that looks something like a 
backward sports tournament chart, 
starting with one person and fanning 
out to encompass the entire commu-
nity. Thus, anyone can see at a glance 
who he is responsible for calling, and 
who is for calling him. Whenever some-
one can't reach one of his assigned 
people, he must make that person's 
calls for him, so that the progression 
will continue. 
Of course, the more people that can 
be reached and told to start praying, 
the more effective is the system. For 
this reason, we normally start the 
prayer line during the dinner hour or, 
perhaps, at around ten in the evening— 
times when we know most people will 
be home. We have found that in most 
cases we can be somewhat flexible as 
to when to start the process; for exam-
ple, situations that arise during the 
night can usually wait until morning. 
But when a situation is truly critical 
and cannot wait, we start the process 
regardless of the time, day or night, 
and contact as many people as possible 
so that the maximum prayer power 
can be brought to bear. 
Impressive results 
We've had some dramatic examples 
of how effective this kind of prayer can 
The writer is the coordinator of a Christian 
community in Dallas, Texas. Reprinted from 
the New Covenant, copyright 1977. Used by 
permission. 
be. Late one night, I was awakened by 
a phone call f rom a man in the com-
munity, who said his expectant wife 
had just been admitted to the mater-
nity ward and was due to deliver her 
baby at any time. We'd already had 
one other prayer request on the prayer 
line that night, and I was kind of tired, 
so instead of getting everybody at my 
house out of bed I just made my three 
calls, said a quick prayer, and went 
back to sleep. This was about one 
o'clock in the morning. 
At about seven, I got another call 
f rom the husband: "Bobbie, didn't you 
start the prayer line? My wife's labor is 
stalled and nothing's happening!" Evi-
dently, everybody else had done the 
same thing I had—made their calls and 
gone back to sleep! I started the pro-
cess again and thirty-five minutes later 
the baby was born. 
Another time, I got a phone call at 
about nine in the evening f rom a 
woman who said her nine-year-old 
boy had apparently gotten lost at the 
Texas State Fair. This particular day 
had been set aside especially for school 
children, and there were more than 
30,000 of them on the fairgrounds. Her 
son was supposed to have come to a 
contact point at five o'clock to meet his 
ride home, but had not shown up. 
One of our community's elders went 
over to the woman's home to talk with 
her and see what the situation was. The 
police had already arrived, and things 
were beginning to look grim. It seemed 
clear that the boy definitely was lost, 
and we decided to activate the prayer 
line. I made the first phone call at 
about eleven, and less than twenty 
minutes after we started praying the 
police found the boy. 
Common problems 
Precisely because this system is so 
effective, it's important to make sure 
that it's used in an orderly way. We've 
found that it seems to invite certain 
kinds of abuse, and we've learned ways 
to avoid the most common problems. 
It's vital that everyone understand 
what kinds of prayer requests should 
and should not be transmitted. We use 
the prayer line only for serious prob-
lems that truly require the prayer of 
the entire community: a lost child, for 
example, or a serious accident. Even in 
these cases, we activate it only when 
we're sure the problem actually exists— 
that is, not on basis of second-hand or 
hearsay information ("So-and-so just 
told me that so-and-so said that such-
and-such happened"), and not when 
it's still too early to tell if, say, the child 
really is lost. 
The system is always implemented 
in support of expectant mothers in the 
community when they go to the hospi-
tal, day or night. Even though child-
birth is not usually a life-or-death 
situation, we consider it a special op-
portunity to love and support one 
another. We also use the system to 
notify community members of impor-
tant announcements, such as cancella-
tions of community-wide meetings, 
when time is short and there's no other 
way to spread the news. 
As for the long-range problems, 
such as troubled marriage or problems 
with teenagers: we encourage people 
to pray for these things regularly, but 
we don't activate the prayer line for 
them. 
It's also important that people under-
stand clearly who we will pray for in 
to page four 
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Calling to Prayer 
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this way. We implement the system 
only on behalf of committed members 
of the community. We specifically do 
not implement it for friends, relatives, 
acquaintances, people who have come 
to one or two of our meetings, and so 
on. When we began using this system, 
it was not uncommon to receive tele-
phone requests f rom total strangers, 
asking the community to pray for 
someone. The system rapidly became 
ineffective: people simply don't respond 
when they've been awakened two or 
three times in one night to pray for 
persons or situations they know nothing 
about. Again, we encourage individual 
community members to pray for these 
needs, but we don't activate the prayer 
line for them. 
Definite commitments 
The key to a successful prayer line is 
commitment. People have to make a 
definite commitment to be a part of the 
process—to say, "Yes, you can call me 
in the middle of the night, and I'll 
make my three calls and I'll get up and 
pray for whatever the problem is." In 
our case, participating in the system is 
simply part of a person's basic com-
mitment to the community. It is neces-
sary to be very clear on who is partici-
pating and who isn't, on who is in 
charge (in our community, only one 
person has the authority to start the 
process—otherwise, we found, things 
rapidly get out of control), and on 
what the ground rules are. 
In the context of this kind of com-
mitment, such a system of intercessory 
prayer can be very effective. We've 
used it many times in the past five 
years, and the Lord has always been 
faithful about answering us. There is 
tremendous power when the body of 
Christ joins together in prayer! 
There is a special quality to the fruit 
that grows in 
The Soil of Suffering 
He entered my class two weeks late. 
I learned this was due to severe medi-
cal treatment for cancer. He looked so 
frail that I wondered how he could 
cope with the demands of catching up 
with previous assignments plus keep-
ing up with current ones. Eventually 
he had to drop out of school for more 
surgery. But he returned. What spirit 
and courage he had! 
I never heard him complain, but 
occasionally I sensed that he was suf-
fering, if not f rom physical pain, f rom 
the pain of loneliness—of knowing he 
must bear his suffering. No one else 
could do it for him, nor could anyone 
totally understand the depth of it. 
What kept him going, reaching out 
in hope, even when he knew that the 
malignancy had not been arrested? 
The writer is Instructor in English, Messiah 
College. 
Martha Long 
Why didn't he complain, at least just 
once, rather than merely stating facts? 
Was it possible that this lad was reap-
ing some benefits through suffering in 
the midst of his fight to sustain life? 
I had seen others suffer, excruciat-
ingly, f rom the same disease. Some 
complained, cried out in agonizing 
pain, and wished to die. Others bore 
their suffering more quietly and with 
resignation. Was there some advan-
tage in this, some added grace which 
brought them meaning? 
Then with a totally unexpected, jolt 
came my turn to experience suffering. 
It necessitated for awhile a rather 
traumatic physical and psychological 
readjustment to life. No, mine was not 
as serious and severe as that of others I 
had witnessed. But through my own 
experience of wrestling with anxiety, 
my fright of the unknown, asking why 
this was happening to me, and then 
relaxing in the relief of a comfortable 
satisfactory diagnosis—which not ev-
eryone gets—I pondered what some of 
the answers to the questions simmer-
ing inside me might be. What really are 
the benefits of suffering, if any? 
In my musing I discovered two areas 
of benefits—personal benefits ito the 
sufferer and benefits to others. In the 
personal benefits, I saw God's grace at 
work in a new way. This was no>t only 
manifested in the physical and emo-
tional healing process, but also in the 
capacity to be creative in copin g with 
necessary adjustments. In some of the 
creative ideas which came, I als o saw 
humor. I had not really experienced 
much humor in distress before. I t was 
startling and delightful. 
Through convalescence peri ods I 
grew closer to God in worship . I 
praised him not only in the miidst of 
difficulties, but came to honestly thank 
4 Evangelical fVisitor 
him for them and trusted him to bring 
good out of them. This closeness to 
God was also affirming to me. God 
counted me worthy to suffer and learn 
from it. What an astounding thought! 
Ties with my genetic family, special 
friends, students, and my church fam-
ily were strengthened. In tangible ways 
I experienced their love and concern 
more deeply and I was enheartened 
and encouraged in the midst of suffer-
ing. Seeing God's grace at work in my 
life through their support and expe-
riencing a special peace and calmness 
through a second season of difficulty, I 
was reassured that I was lifted up in 
their prayers and God was answering 
them. 
In pondering on how one's suffering 
benefits others, I discovered that their 
faith was bolstered by seeing specific 
answers to their prayers. Some were 
strengthened as they struggled through 
their own problems by feeling, "If you 
can bear that, I can cope with my 
dilemma." Or, "I can relate to you 
because through your struggles you 
can better understand mine." 
Upon reflecting about the lad in my 
class, I was aware that the students 
were challenged by the sufferings of 
one of their peers. Their ills seemed 
petty and insignificant in comparison 
to his. They admired and respected the 
sufferer's cheerful submission to God's 
will and felt encouraged. 
Indeed, I found real benefits in suf-
fering. I had rather reap them in an 
easier way. However, some suffering 
cannot be alleviated in God's plans; it 
must be endured, but the sufferer need 
not be victimized by it. Why did I find 
these benefits? Not because I was spe-
cial or unique. I believe that it was 
because I tried to be open to discover 
potential meanings and resources to 
assist in dealing with the suffering. 
Does every sufferer reap benefits? 
Are there other assets to be discov-
ered? All individuals must answer 
these questions for themselves. I believe 
that if each of us follows the biblical 
injunction to "bear one another's 
burdens," and Paul's principle that 
God gives grace to bear suffering, 





Missions day was observed at the Air Hill 
church on Sunday, July 22, with Marlin and 
Ruth Zook ministering in the Sunday morning 
service and Bob and Carolyn Mann and Don 
Vundla sharing in the evening rally. • Becky 
Moyle of Carlisle congregation is spending the 
summer in volunteer work with the Slavic Gos-
pel Mission in Chicago working with the Russian 
immigrants. Her plans include a four-month 
study at the Puskin Institute at the University of 
Moscow. She will be leaving for this study Sep-
tember 1. • A bike-athon was held by the Jr. 
Prayer Band of the Clarence Center congre-
gation for the purpose of raising funds for the 
purchase of chairs for the Navajo Mission. $150 
was raised by the effort. 
T h e F a i r v i e w A v e n u e c o n g r e g a t i o n 
(Waynesboro, Pa.) has taken action to hire an 
additional staff person in the area of youth and 
Christian education. • John Arthur Byers 
bishop of the Atlantic conference was the guest 
minister for the Five Forks congregation on 
Sunday morning, August 5. Bishop Byer's mother, 
Ida Byers, is a member of the congregation. • 
The Singing Inspirations from Mount Alto, Pa. 
were guest singers at the Green Springs 
Brethren in Christ church on Sunday, June 24. 
• The Hollowell congregation emphasized fam-
ily life with several summer features including a 
Mother-Daughter banquet on May 12 at which 
Ruth Dourte, wife of a former pastor of the 
congregation was the guest speaker. On Moth-
er's Day Sunday Eber Dourte, who had served 
as pastor of the Hollowell congregation, brought 
the morning message entitled "Christian Family 
Relationships." A Father-Son fellowship was 
held on Friday evening, June 15 with Robert 
Keller pastor of the Martinsburg Brethren in 
Christ church as the guest speaker. 
The Martinsburg congregation observed a 
baptismal service on Sunday morning July 1 at 
which time the rite of Christian baptism was 
given to three persons. • Robert and Carolyn 
Mann, former missionaries to Rhodesia, were 
speakers at the Women's Prayer Fellowship on 
Wednesday, June 27 at the Montgomery 
church. The Vacation Bible School sponsored 
by the congregation had an enrollment of 238 
with an average attendance of 199. • Bishop 
emeritus Henry A. Ginder brought the com-
munion message on Sunday, July 1 at the Mes-
siah Village congregation. • 190 persons were 
present for the Mother-Daughter banquet spon-
sored by the New Guilford congregation on 
Saturday evening, May 5. • The children of the 
Paramount Brethren in Christ church in grades 
one through six presented a musical "Down by 
the Creek Bank" at the Sunday evening service 
June 10. 
A late spring event in the life of the Pleasant 
View Brethren in Christ church Red Lion, Pa. 
was a homecoming and a note-burning celebra-
tion. Albert Engle former mission overseer for 
the church brought the message during the 
morning service and Bishop Alvin Book spoke 
in the afternoon. • The Saxton and the Wood-
bury congregations met together for an out-
door fellowship on June 29. 
Atlantic 
The Cross Roads congregation reports that 
"Our Next Step Forward" campaign received 
commitments of more than $110,000. • Levi 
Brubaker, who with his wife Sandra has 
served the Brethren in Christ church in Zambia 
in a number of capacities during their years 
there, was a guest minister with the Elizabeth-
town congregation on Sunday evening, July 8. • 
Seven persons received the rite of baptism and 
thirteen were received into fellowship at the 
Highland Park congregation Dublin, Virginia, 
on Sunday, June 24. 
An open house-shared picnic was held by the 
Lancaster congregation at the home of Pastor 
and Mrs. Henry Hostetter on Sunday even-
ing, July 1. The program following the meal 
consisted of an interview of J. Whitwell by 
Lowell Mann. Mr. Whitwell a male nurse has 
rendered service in India with the hospital with 
which the Brethren in Christ have been asso-
ciated. • The men's fellowship of the Manor 
congregation planned and conducted a carry-in 
dinner and talent evening on Sunday, July 22. A 
recipe was to be included with each of the carry-
in dishes and recipe cards were available for 
copying the recipes as desired. The Myron 
Tweed family singers from San Diego, Califor-
nia, rendered a concert of sacred music at the 
Manor church on Tuesday evening August 14. 
Myron Tweed was a member of the hymnal 
committee that compiled "Hymns for Wor-
ship," the most recent Brethren in Christ hym-
nal, and was for a number of years minister of 
music at the Upland Brethren in Christ church. 
The Tweed family singers consist of Dr. and 
Mrs. Tweed and their four children, ages nine 
through college. 
Warren Hoffman pastor of the Navajo 
Mission congregation (English speaking) was 
the guest minister at the Maytown congrega-
tion on Sunday, July 8. Warren Hoffman is a son 
of the Maytown church. • Three stated goals of 
the Mt. Pleasant congregation are: 1. That 
each member of the congregation have mean-
ingful daily devotions. 2. That we provide an 
opportunity for service by each member of the 
congregation according to his or her gifts. 3. 
That we increase our church membership by 
ten persons during 1979. 
On Sunday evening July 15 the play, "Broth-
ers, Because of Christ," written by Mildred 
Imboden was given at the Palmyra Brethren in 
Christ church. The play tells of the beginning of 
the Brethren in Christ work among the Navajo 
Indians. The play was directed by Don Books 
and Mildred Imboden. The congregation has 
also increased its commitment to bring five 
additional members of the Vietnamese family 
that had already been sponsored by the Koino-
nia Class of the congregation. • Saturday even-
ing, June 2, was "Families Together Night" for 
the Pequea congregation with 36 families of the 
congregation participating either by being host 
or guests. The evening was planned by the host 
family being informed as to the number of 
guests they would have but not knowing who 
the guests would be. The guests were given an 
envelope containing information as to where 
they were to go for the evening visit. The chil-
dren of the congregation presented the musical 
'Everyone Calls Him Sir" during the Sunday 
School hour on Sunday morning July 1. The 
musical was directed by Esther Hess. 
On June 10 the Perkiomen Valley congre-
to page seven 
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Messiah Children's Home Provides 
Special Kinds of Love 
Jo Lynette Hershey 
"It's so good to be home again!" 
Have you ever found those words of relief coming from 
your own mouth? Home. That wonderful place where you 
can let your hair down. A place to love and be loved. A 
place to grow. Everybody needs such a place. Our loving 
God designed families to be the place where children could 
grow up. 
However, we cannot help but be aware of the increasing 
pressures our complex society is putting on the family 
today. It is becoming more and more difficult for some 
families to meet the basic needs of their children. There are 
homes that hinder rather than nurture a child's healthy 
development. In serious cases the county child-care agency 
may need to become involved and find an alternative home 
suitable for his needs. 
Messiah Children's Home is prepared to receive dependent 
boys and girls ages 9 to 18 who for some reason have had to 
be removed from their natural families. Careful planning 
and evaluation is involved in determining whether Messiah 
Children's Home can be of service to each particular child 
who is referred. Many of these children have already been 
under foster care but have demonstrated their need for a 
more structured environment. 
Both the staff and the children at Messiah's Children's 
Home recognize that the Home cannot replace the child's 
natural family, neither is that its intention. The purpose of 
this facility is to minister to the needs of each child as a 
whole person hopefully meeting physical, emotional, men-
tal, and spiritual needs. 
In order to accomplish this, staff members work person-
ally with each child to assess areas of need and establish 
very specific goals which would be realistic for that particu-
lar child. For example, one child's goal may be finding and 
keeping a summer job; for another, improving grades; and 
for another, making it to breakfast on time. It is important 
that each child receive encouragement and recognition as 
he strives to grow in regard to his goals and receive praise 
for his own strengths and accomplishments. Long-term 
goals include educational and occupational plans and 
plans for future residence. When possible, a return to the 
natural family is planned. Sometimes foster care or inde-
pendent living is arranged, depending on the individual 
case. Observation of progress and re-evaluation of the 
goals and the methods of reaching them are made peri-
odically. 
Weekly staff meetings are held to keep communication 
lines open between staff members. This way the staff can be 
consistent in the way they help the child to grow. Common 
limits can be set and discipline can be handled in a thor-
ough and consistent way. 
Daily activities at Messiah Children's Home are proba-
bly much the same as those which transpire in most house-
holds, though perhaps they are somewhat more structured. 
From personal hygiene to house cleaning, from cooking to 
doing dishes, responsibility is taught and self-esteem is 
heightened. During school there's homework to be done. 
Chores, allowances, and shopping trips show how money 
is earned and is best handled. Mealtime, recreation, and 
sports provide opportunity for developing social skills and 
also enhance the physical well-being of the child. In addi-
tion, each child is encouraged to develop skills in his own 
personal areas of interest. Through family devotions and 
interaction with Christians, both at Messiah Children's 
Home and at church activities, the child is exposed to the 
good news of salvation and Christian lifestyle. Some have 
become Christians during their stay. 
to page seven 
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Church News, cont. 
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gation had what it described as the "Wedding 
Bell Service" at which the couples from the 
church renewed their marriage vows to one 
another. It is the intent to make this an annual 
part of the congregation's experience. • The 
Lamar Esbenshade Family presented the musi-
cal, "Enchanted Journey" at the Speedwell 
Heights church on Sunday evening, June 24. 
This musical is based upon John Bunyan's well 
known book, "Pilgrim's Progress." 
Canadian 
Marian Sider was guest speaker at the Falls 
View church on Sunday morning, July 8. Mar-
ian shared her experiences and the Lord's work-
ing in her family's lives in Nicaragua and since 
their return home. The congregation has made 
application for a refugee family in response 
to the critical need of the people who are fleeing 
from Vietnam. • The rite of believer's baptism 
was administered to six persons by the pastor of 
the Houghton congregation on Sunday morn-
ing, June 17. At the same service eleven persons 
were received into church membership by the 
congregation. Arthur Heise will be serving as 
interim pastor for the congregation during the 
absence of the pastor, John Sider, during the 
month of September. Pastor Sider and his wife 
will be at North Bihar, India in a ministry there. 
The Sunday morning service of July 15 was held 
at the Sand Hills Park approximately seven 
miles from the Houghton church. Approximately 
two hundred persons were present for this out-
door worship exper ience including many 
campers. 
Evan and Linda Heise members of the 
Massey Place congregation left July 30 to 
begin services as MCC Director of Atlantic 
Provinces. • Sunday, June 24, was charter 
member Sunday for the Meadowvale Brethren 
in Christ Church in suburban Toronto. Twenty-
six members were received into the fellowship 
of the congregation that morning. Of this number 
seventeen were new members to the Brethren 
in Christ fellowship. • Susan Osburn has been 
appointed to be the director of the Nursery 
School to be operated by the New Life congre-
gation. The school is scheduled to open October 1. 
Messiah Children's Home is a very 
specialized effort to meet the needs of 
certain children. There are many other 
ways in which individual Christians, 
Christian families, and the church as a 
whole can respond. From some this may 
involve prayerful consideration of enter-
ing the field of child-care services. 
Others may be able to open their 
homes to foster children. It may be 
possible for some to provide a per-
manent home to a child who needs 
one. But all of us can become involved 
in some way. In every community 
there are children who need someone 
to take special interest in them. Think 
Both of the services on Sunday, June 24 at 
the Sherkston church were devoted to recog-
nizing the twelve years of service of Pastor 
Robert Rolston and the ministry of his family 
to the congregation. Pastoral and preaching 
provisions have been made for the congregation 
with John Day serving as director of congrega-
tional ministries and Walter Winger in a 
preaching ministry. • The average attendance 
for the five night Vacation Bible School of the 
Wainfleet congregation was 180 with the high 
attendance of 194. 
Central 
Marshal and Eleanor Poe, former pastoral 
family of the Bethel church, Cassopolis, Mich-
igan, ministered to the congregation on Sunday 
morning, July 29. The Poes are on furlough from 
Zambia where they are engaged in a pastoral 
training ministry there. • Meredyth Hock and 
children Beth and Randy have returned to 
Rhodesia, joining husband and father Elwyn on 
Sunday, July 8. Elwyn had returned to Rhodesia 
earlier while the family waited word to join him. • 
The Highland congregation gathered at the 
Memorial Holiness Campgrounds on Sunday, 
July 8, for a time of fellowship and worship. 
Homemade ice cream, games and a vesper 
service made up the evening's activities. 
Sunday evenings, August 5 and August 12, 
were devoted by the Lakeview congregation to 
the discussion of the Christian in relation to the 
public and the Christian schools. On Sunday, 
July 15 Homer Bassett, the new director at 
Camp Lakeview was the guest minister for the 
worship service. • On Sunday morning, July 15, 
Jay and Wanda McDermond were installed 
as the pastoral couple for the Nappanee con-
gregation. Jay is a recent graduate of the Asso-
ciated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries. Wanda is 
a recent graduate of Goshen College School of 
Nursing. 
The Phoneton congregation dedicated a 
new organ in an afternoon service of dedication 
on Sunday, May 27. • Ken Danielson, a stu-
dent at Ashland Theological Seminary was a 
guest minister at the Valley Chapel church on 
Sunday, July 22. • Sunday, June 10 Dale Alli-
son who has been serving as pastor of Western 
Hills congregation during the completion of his 
seminary training at Asbury Seminary preached 
of that child in your neighborhood 
who is lonely or seems to lack parental 
care. Take time to talk with him. Pray 
for him. Perhaps you could invite him 
to share in some of your own family 
activities. Jesus said that we should 
invite those who cannot return the 
invitation (Luke 14:12-14). Who fits 
this description better than such a 
child? It may be that we will not even 
be repaid by a gracious acceptance of 
our concern. It is our privilege and 
calling as Christians to continue to 
love no matter what the response. Let's 
ask God to direct each of us to that one 
nearest us today. 
his farewell message. On the following Sunday, 
Bishop David Climenhaga installed Paul Hess 
as the new pastor of the congregation. Pastor 
Hess and his wife Esther come from the Zion 
congregation in Kansas. The Allisons will be 
moving to Calgary, Alberta, where they will be 
part of a church planting program. 
Midwest 
Millard Haldeman, former pastor of the 
Dallas Center congregation, served as supply 
minister for that church on Sunday morning, 
August 5 during the vacation of the pastor. • 
The Zion and Abilene congregations joined in 
a combined worship service on Sunday evening, 
July 29. 
Pacific 
On Sunday evening, June 24, the Chino con-
gregation hosted Gospel Recording artists Ken 
and Tuii Withington who sang and played to a 
large and responsive audience. • The high 
school choir of the Upland congregation made 
a six-day tour through California, June 18-23. 
Among the stops they included in the tour were 
the Brethren in Christ church in Waukena and 
the mission in San Francisco. 
Bowers Wedding Anniversary 
Reverend and Mrs. Jacob H. Bowers, 
151 Trappe Road, Perkiomen Township 
recently celebrated their Fiftieth Wedding 
Anniversary. They were married on June 
8, 1929 at the home of the bride in Juniata 
County, by the late Rev. Jacob K. Bowers. 
Mrs. Bowers was the former Gertrude 
Gingrich, daughter of the late Greely Ging-
rich and Mrs. Jennie Gingrich, now resid-
ing at Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, 
Pa. The Bowers are parents of one son, 
Alvin L. Bowers. 
Rev. and Mrs. Bowers were guests of 
honor at a family dinner held at Heritage 
Restaurant on Friday Evening, June 8, 
hosted by Mr. and Mrs. J. Harold Huns-
berger. A special tribute was given to the 
honored couple at the morning worship 
service of the Perkiomen Valley Brethren 
in Christ Church on Sunday, June 10, by 
Irvin Tyson, Sr. Later in the day an Open 
House, sponsored by the family, was held 
at the church. During the afternoon cele-
to page eleven 
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P a r r I 
Howard Snyder 
Here's Life, America" was a multi-
million-dollar evangelistic effort spon-
sored by Campus Crusade for Christ, 
localized in 253 U.S. metropolitan 
areas. It involved over 14,500 local 
churches, and three-fourths of all Ameri-
cans were said to have been exposed to 
the campaign's catchy "I Found It" 
slogan during the campaign. 
Probably all of us have been aware 
of the "Here's Life" campaign, and 
some of our churches may have partici-
pated. It seems to me that the unprece-
dented "Here's Life" effort may repre-
sent a significant turning point for 
North American evangelical churches. 
This effort, in retrospect, may mark 
the point, not where North American 
churches took a quantum leap forward 
in evangelism, but where they finally 
learned that evangelism will fail if it 
does not grow out of the integrity and 
spiritual vitality of the local congre-
gation. 
All indications are that "Here's Life" 
was a great media success and a drastic 
evangelistic failure. Millions of Amer-
icans "heard" the message and were 
"influenced" by it. These campaigns 
may even have produced some good in 
the form of pre-evangelism. But all 
empirical studies so far yield the same 
result: thousands of "decisions" but 
only the tinest trickle of new church 
members. And the evidence suggests 
that most "converts" represent Chris-
tian rededications and transfers from 
one church to another. 
Howard Snyder is president of Light and Life 
Men International (Free Methodist). This arti-
cle is a condensation by Pastoral Renewal of 
material to be published by Herald Press under 
the title Missions, Evangelism, and Church Growth. Copyright Herald Press 1979. This 
article is copyright by Pastoral Renewal 1979 
and is used by permission. The article will be 
concluded in the September 10 issue. 
As studies by Win Arn and others 
have shown, "Here's Life" has had vir-
tually no measurable impact on church 
membership in the United States.' We 
may hope that it has had some signifi-
cant, less tanglible results, and that it 
may have contributed in some way to a 
broadbased spiritual awakening in 
America. But all indications are that 
its impact will have been primarily on 
some of the individual Christians and 
local churches which participated, not 
on the mass of North American pagans 
"Here's Life" was supposed to have 
reached. 
In fact, "Here's Life" is going the 
way of "Key 73," "Evangelism in 
Depth," and similar efforts before it. 
George Peters (in Saturation Evange-
lism) and Peter Wagner (in Frontiers 
in Missionary Strategy) have shown 
that Evangelism in Depth had little 
real impact in terms of church growth, 
and that the major reason was that the 
effort did not grow naturally out of the 
normal life of local congregations. 2 
This fact suggests that an ecclesiologi-
cal issue is at stake. 3 
What is the Church? 
The major justification for such in-
tensive evangelistic campaigns as Evan-
gelism in Depth and "Here's Life" is, of 
course, that the local churches "aren't 
getting the job done." Churches are 
failing in their evangelism. Therefore a 
large-scale, broad-based, intensive ef-
fort sponsored by some outside or 
overarching entity is needed to do the 
job, bring in the harvest, and give 
churches a much needed shot of 
adrenalin. 
But the neglected issue here is the 
question of the nature of the church 
itself. The failure of "Here's Life" and 
similar efforts is not, fundamentally, a 
technical or programming failure. The 
problem goes deeper than the question 
of methods. It is time to stop talking 
about programming mistakes or faulty 
techniques and face up to a fundamen-
tal theological error concerning the 
nature of the church and therefore the 
nature of salvation itself. 
The truth is that no one can be 
joined to Christ the head without 
being joined to Christ's body, and the 
error is to think, first, that a person can 
become a Christian without being born 
into God's family in a visible way, and 
secondly, that evangelism can be authentic 
while ignoring this dynamic relation-
ship of head and body. 
to page ten 




Damage from the recent civil war in 
Nicaragua is more severe than damage 
suffered in the 1972 earthquake, ac-
cording to reports coming in from the 
war-torn Latin American country. Mennon-
ite Central Committee is acting now to 
send aid to Nicaragua. 
Following the resignation of Presi-
dent Anastasio Somoza on July 17 and 
the short-lived reign of interim Presi-
dent Francisco Urcuyo, the Sandinista 
rebels took over the country and estab-
lished the Revolutionary Government 
of Nicaragua (RGN), headed by a five-
member junta. 
MCC along with other relief and 
service organizations has begun plan-
ning aid to victims of the bloody con-
flict. "We're optimistic that the politi-
cal stance of the new government is 
such that churches and church agen-
cies f rom outside will be welcome," 
says Herman Bontrager, MCC secre-
tary for Latin America. He also indi-
cated that CEPAD, Evangelical Com-
mittee for Development Assistance, 
appears to have a good relationship 
established with the new government. 
Food shortage is the most critical 
immediate concern, but fortunately 
transportation lines are open. "We're 
optimistic that they'll be able to ship in 
substantial quantities of food from the 
outside," said Bontrager. He added 
that Paul Kirst of CEDEN, Honduran 
Committee for Emergencies and Develop-
ment, was hopeful that they would be 
able to ship substantial food from 
Honduras for distribution through 
CEPAD. 
Previous reports received from Mennon-
ite and Brethren in Christ groups there 
and from CEPAD indicate considera-
ble need for reconstruction. Another 
crucial need is getting crops replanted, 
as the agricultural cycle has been dis-
rupted by the war. The economy in 
general has been disrupted, and seeds 
for small farmers, credit for small 
entrepreneurs and farmers, and assist-
ance in rebuilding residential areas are 
among longer-term needs. 
At the time of Somoza's deposition 
an estimated quarter of Nicaragua's two-
and-one-half million people were dis-
placed due either to destroyed homes 
or flight from the fighting. 
In light of the recent developments 
in Nicaragua, Bontrager of MCC along 
with representatives from Rosedale 
Mennonite Missions, Brethren in Christ 
and the Evangelical Mennonite Con-
ference met July 23 to consider how to 
respond to the critical food shortage. 
The four organizations agreed to co-
ordinate efforts. 
As soon as travel is possible, a plan-
ning delegation from the four organi-
zations will visit Nicaragua. "We're all 
taking the steps to start a rehabilita-
tion program," Bontrager said. He 
plans to be among the delegation. 
Missions groups in the area, on 
standby to continue programs as soon 
as possible, report that they are in fre-
quent contact with churches in Mana-
gua. Churches have remained intact, 
trying to find ways to respond to needs 
that have developed, according to 
Bontrager. 
The Sandinistas, rebel group which 
formed in 1960, take their name from 
Cesar Augusto Sandino, a Nicaraguan 
who led guerrilla warfare against oc-
cupation by United States Marines in 
the 1930s. The ousting of President 
Somoza ended a 43-year reign by the 
Somoza family in Nicaragua and the 
longest family dynasty in Latin Amer-
ican history. 
3BC 
Because of the conflict between 
Zimbabwe-Rhodesia and Zambia, 
much has been in the news about 
about the two countries. Steve and 
Gloria Houston, Mennonite Central 
Committee workers in Zambia, report 
on the situation from their perspective. 
The Calm Before the Storm 
An eerie silence has settled in Zam-
bia. We have become accustomed to 
the roar of foreign jets over the school, 
an 8:00 p.m. curfew and camouflaged 
trucks occupying the highways at night. 
But now all these are gone. No planes 
have appeared since the elections in 
mid-April in Zimbabwe-Rhodesia, and 
the local stories of grenades killing vil-
lagers and night-time assaults across 
Lake Kariba have faded away. 
However, no one believes it is all 
over. While Bishop Muzorewa is organ-
izing his newly elected government in 
Salisbury, Robert Mugabe and Joshua 
Nkomo are in a huddle attempting to 
resolve enough of their differences to 
unite their freedom fighters in an all-
out assault on what is referred to in the 
local press as "the sham transitional 
bi-racial regime of Muzorewa." 
Late last year, President Kaunda 
announced that hospital and school 
budgets would have to be cut to finance 
the purchase of ground-to-air missiles 
to defend against Rhodesian air strikes. 
In recent weeks military recruitment 
posters have blossomed in the towns 
and every week the newspapers carry 
more verbal attacks on Zimbabwe-
Rhodesia and call for vigilance on the 
part of Zambian citizens. A particu-
larly interesting report referred to 
rumors of Rhodesian spies posing as 
Salvation Army workers in the vicinity 
of the Salvation Army school where 
we live and work. 
to page ten 
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Community of God's people 
We need to recover the classical doc-
trine that "outside the church there is 
no salvation"—but understood bibli-
cally. Augustine was right to empha-
size the close, inseparable relationship 
of head and body in the church. He 
was right to say the history of the 
church parallels the history of Christ, 
the head. The problem with the classi-
cal view of "no salvation outside the 
church" is that this came to be under-
stood institutionally and sacramentally 
rather than in terms of vital, visible 
participation in the community of God's 
people where intimate fellowship with 
God is joined with intimate fellowship 
with the brothers and sisters who make 
up Christ's body. 
Many reasons may be cited for our 
failures in evangelism, and all these 
should be examined. 4 But my argu-
ment here is that evangelistic effec-
tiveness begins with proper attention 
to the life and integrity of the congre-
gation. This, then will be the focus of 
the following observations. 
I would like to suggest six proposi-
tions which, it seems to me, are impor-
tant in developing an evangelistic life-
style for the congregation. These are 
based on the assumption that evange-
lism is a proper priority for the con-
gregation, but that this priority fits 
integrally into a web of intertwined 
priorities to be controlled by the fun-
damental calling of the church to glor-
ify God and participate in his mission. 
The Calm Before the Storm 
from page nine 
But who are the real sufferers in all 
of this? They are Zambian people 
whose schools can admit only 20 per 
cent of their children to the equivalent 
of grade eight and whose hospitals 
lack vehicles for ambulance service 
and drugs for ailments even as simple 
as scabies. They are the 50,000 women, 
chi ldren, old men and cripples of 
bombings—refugees f rom Zimbabwe-
Rhodesia crowded into camps without 
adequate food, clothing, medical sup-
plies or blankets for the fast approach-
ing cold season. It is in these terms that 
the real cost of war must be measured. 
But now there is a lull, if only while 
the rivals purchase more arms and 
plan new strategies. 
The reign of God 
1. The Church's first concern in 
evangelism is to participate in the mis-
sion of God—to do the works of Christ 
and work for the progressive manifes-
tation of his reign. 
Jesus came to do the work of the 
Father. He accomplished the work 
given him to do while physically pres-
ent on earth. With his death and resur-
rection comes a new phase of his work. 
Before his resurrection, Jesus was 
limited by space and time. The body of 
Christ was a physical, space-time body 
like yours and mine. But that body was 
broken on the cross so that salvation 
could be manifested and the church 
could be born. Just as the bread was 
broken and multiplied in the feeding of 
the thousands, so Christ's body broken 
on the cross provides for his new body, 
the church, which by his Spirit is "mul-
tiplied" into the whole world as the 
community of God's people. 
So Jesus tells his disciples, in effect: 
"It is for your good that I am going 
away. Now I am limited by my physi-
cal existence. But in going, I will send 
the Spirit. I will be with you now in a 
new dimension. Now you will be my 
physical body, spread throughout the 
earth, indwelt by my very Spirit. You 
will do the works I have done—and 
even greater, for through you my pres-
ence and my operation will be spread 
and multiplied to the whole world. 
You are my witnesses! You are now 
my body, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit." 
An implication of the fact that we 
are called to participate in the mission 
of God is that mission covers all needs 
of all persons in all places. The mission 
of God is the kingdom of God. It is 
inevitably political, social, and eco-
nomic, even though (and precisely 
because) it is fundamentally spiritual. 
Therefore evangelism includes witness-
ing to God's truth and justice in all 
areas of life and society. 
In our evangelistic lifestyle, we need 
a holistic witness that gives both depth 
and credibility to our proclamation 
and evangelism. 
Vitality of the congregation 
2. Evangelism is sharing life, and 
the church cannot share what it does 
not possess. 
A major problem with any form of 
evangelism that relies heavily on the 
mass media, is that the gospel becomes 
largely disembodied. The truth fre-
quently becomes removed from real-
ity. The gospel is separated f rom the 
context of demonstrated Christian com-
munity, which is a step toward indi-
vidualism, abstraction, and neglect of 
the horizontal dimension in the recon-
ciliation God gives. This creates the 
danger that becoming a Christian will 
be perceived as being unrelated to the 
whole web of relationships in one's 
life; that one can be joined to the head 
without being joined to the body. This 
runs counter to Scriptures which say 
the Christian has been born into the 
family of God. 
My concern here is not merely, 
however, that evangelism be tied in 
more directly with the local church. 
The more basic question is the authen-
ticity and vitality of the local congre-
gation itself. The fact is that many 
churches simply have nothing to share 
with unbelievers. 
This is true even of doctrinally ortho-
dox churches. We may argue that as 
long as it has the Bible and correct 
doctrine, a church has the gospel to 
share. But the fact is that gospel truths 
divorced from experience generally 
fail to communicate the intended mes-
sage. The message may be received, 
but it is not comprehended as really 
being the gospel. Truth is not clothed 
in life, and therefore lacks the ring of 
authenticity. 
The practical implications of this 
argument are that the authenticity and 
vitality of the congregation are them-
selves matters of evangelistic priority, 
and that the gospel must be presented 
on the basis of personal relationships. 
The gospel is not primarily abstract 
truth but primarily personal relation-
ship with God through Jesus Christ. 
This will be best comprehended as we 
present the gospel on the basis of per-
sonal relationships and through per-
sonal relationships. 
Concluded next issue 
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bration a "money tree" with contributions 
f rom friends and family was presented to 
the Bowers. Guests were f rom Souderton, 
Millersburg, Harrisburg, Chambersburg 
and other parts of Pennsylvania. 
The Rev. Bowers served as pastor of the 
Perkiomen Valley Brethren in Christ Church 
(formerly known as Graterford) for 30 
years before retiring in 1966. 
Births 
Barrick: Melisa Sue, born July 9, to David 
and Elise Barrick, Green Spring congregation, 
Pa. 
Blackburn: Joseph Michael, born July 3, to 
Bob and Debbie Blackburn, Highland congre-
gation, Oh. 
Carroll: April Michelle, born June 23, to 
Gary and Faith (Reed) Carroll, Saxton congre-
gation, Pa. 
Helt: Jason Michael, born June 30, to Michael 
and Deborah (Gibble) Helt, Lancaster congre-
gation, Pa. 
Martin: Kristen May, born June 14, to Richard 
and Karen Martin, Clarence Center, NY. 
Morrison: Aaron Gabriel, born July 16, to 
Kirk and Robin Morrison, Highland congrega-
tion, Oh. 
Niesley: Kara Lynette, born July 15, to Ron 
and Delaine Niesley, Fairview congregation, 
Oh. 
Reese: Christopher James, born June 25, to 
James and Anna (Hoover) Reese, Saxton con-
gregation, Pa. 
Ruble: Daniel Rainey, born July 15, to David 
and Tammy Ruble, Dayton congregtion, Oh. 
Stepp: Martha Jane, born June 7, to Thom-
as and Sharon Stepp, Dayton congregation, 
Oh. 
Weddings 
Brubaker-Melhorn: Eva Mae Melhorn, Green-
castle, Pa., and Rev. Arthur H. Brubaker, Mt. 
Joy, Pa., June 30, in the Shenks Union Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. John Arthur Bru-
baker, son of the groom, and Rev. Charles J. 
Melhorn officiating. 
Brubaker-Olsen: Karen, daughter of Rev. 
and Mrs. Daniel Olsen III, Kenya, Africa, and 
Wayne, son of Rev. and Mrs. A. Hess Brubaker, 
Newburg, Pa., June 23, in the Mt. Rock Brethren 
in Christ Church with fathers of the couple 
officiating. 
Burkholder-Stake: Linda, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Alvin Stake, and Kermit, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Asa Burkholder, both of Shippens-
burg, Pa., June 9, in the Mt. Rock Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
Shirk-Myers: Susan E., daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Nelson J. Myers, Lititz, Pa., and David L., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest E. Shirk, Mt. Plea-
sant Mills, Pa., July 7, in the Manheim Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. John L. Bundy and 
Rev. Merle Brubaker officiating. 
Smith-Garber: Nancy Louise, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell S. Garber, Washington 
Boro, Pa., and Stephen D., son of Mr. and Mrs. 
James S. Smith, Roaring Spring, Pa., June 24, in 
the Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Kenneth Letner officiating. 
Obituaries 
Bearss: Pearl Bearss, born June 24, 1895, 
died June 27, 1979, in the Port Colborne Hospi-
tal. He is survived by Rosemary, Joyce, Lonnie, 
Ronnie, and Tommy. Rev. Robert Rolston con-
ducted the funeral service. Interment was in the 
Ridgeway Memorial Cemetery. 
B l a c k s t o n e : Mrs. Mildred Whe t s tone 
Blackstone, Hopewell, Pa., born Feb. 7, 1908, 
died May 25, 1979. On June 22, 1925, she was 
married to Rev. Walter Blackstone who sur-
vives. Also surviving are six children; 20 grand-
children; and 10 great-grandchildren; and two 
sisters. She was a member of the Clear Creek 
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral 
service was conducted by Rev. Curtis Bryant 
and Rev. Earl Lehman. Interment was in the 
Bethel Cemetery. 
Cutman: Mrs. Mazie E. Cutman, Halifax, 
Pa., born Nov. 3,1901, died June 16,1979. She 
was married to Roy A. Cutman who survives. 
Also surviving are three sons: Ernest M., Luther 
W., and Allen B.; four foster children: five sis-
ters; four brothers; 13 grandchildren; and five 
great-grandchildren. She was a member of the 
Free Grace Brethren in Christ Church were the 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Luke L. 
Keefer. 
Feather: Rev. Roy I. Feather, born Nov. 26, 
1894, in Roaring Spring, Pa. He was the son of 
William H. and Ellen (Stern) Feather. On June 
1917 he married Frances M. (Miller) who pre-
ceded him in death on Oct. 5, 1966. He is sur-
vived by three children: Virgil E., Mrs. Martin J. 
Martin, and William H.; six grandchildren; five 
great-grandchildren; and a brother. He served 
as pastor of the Woodbury Brethren in Christ 
Church for many years. The funeral service was 
conducted in the S. Gerald Weaver Funeral 
Home, Saxton, Pa., by his grandson, Rev. Ray I. 
Feather. Interment was in the Fairview Cemetery. 
Gish: David B. Gish, born in 1889 in Cham-
bersburg, Pa., died June 12, 1979, in Upland, 
Ca. His wife, Esther, preceded him in death in 
1974. He is survived by a son, David, Jr.; three 
daughters: Ruth Mosebrook, Mary Lady, and 
Rhoda DeSpain. A daughter, Gladys Hoover, 
preceded him in death in 1973. He was a 
member of the Upland Brethren in Christ 
Church where the funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder. Entomb-
ment was in Bellevue Mausoleum. 
Heximer: Mabel Heximer, born Aug. 30, 
1892, died June 26, 1979 in the Maple Brae 
Lodge, Ridgeway, Ont. She is survived by three 
daughters: Lauretto Howell, Mary Healy, and 
Fern Currey; and a brother, Asa Climenhaga. 
Rev. Robert Rolston conducted the funeral ser-
vice. Interment was in the Lundy Lane Cemetery. 
Sollenberger: Samuel I. Sollenberger, born 
Dec. 24, 1921, died June 3, 1979. He is survived 
by his wife, Fay; his mother, Elizabeth; two chil-
dren: Lynn and Sharon; two step-sons; three 
grandchildren; five step-grandchildren; and four 
sisters. He was a member of the Skyline View 
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral service 
was conducted in the Miller Funeral Home by 
Rev. John Schock and Rev. Harry Cole. Inter-
ment was in the Cross Roads Cemetery. 
Harry W. 4 
B u c k w a l t e r 
to 
Harry W. Buckwalter, born Dec. 9, 1882, in 
Lancaster Co., Pa., died June 27, in Upland, Ca. 
On Sept. 14, 1905, he was married to Lizzie 
Buckwalter who preceded him in death in 1932. 
He married Katie Burkholder Smith who also 
preceded him in death in 1971. He is survived by 
three daughters: Alta Gish, Esther Duncan, and 
Melicent Saylor; a step-daughter, Leoda Buck-
waiter; three sons: Arthur, James, and Robert; 
and a step-son, Joseph Smith. He was the oldest 
member of the Upland Brethren in Christ 
Church and had given over 20 years of pastoral 
leadership in Pasadena, Ca., Buffalo, NY., and 
as superintendent of the Life Line Mission in 
San Francisco. He also gave many years' service 
in extension churches after his retirement. The 
funeral service was conducted in the Upland 
Brethren in Christ Church by Rev. Alvin C. 
Burkholder and Rev. Adolph Jordan. Entomb-
ment was in the Bellevue Mausoleum. 
B. Ella G a y m a n 
B. Ella Gayman, born May 30, 1892, in 
Franklin County, Pa., died June 27,1979. She is 
survived by a sister, Mrs. Nannie C. Musser; 
four nieces; and three nephews. She served as a 
missionary in India for 28 years. Rev. LeRoy 
Walters and Rev. Harvey B. Musser officiated at 
the funeral service. The following tribute was 
given by Erwin Thomas, representing Brethren 
in Christ Missions. A second tribute was given 
by A.D.M. Dick, a missionary colleague for 
many years. 
One of the Lord's servants, who walked 
with him for many years, has been called 
home. Ella Gayman shared her faith as a 
missionary in India for many years. Going 
first to the field immediately after World 
War I she served in many capacities at 
various mission stations through the 
turbulent years of World War II. She 
worked with orphans and gave nursing 
care to the many that came to her door. 
In her years in America since she left 
the India field Sister Gayman continued 
to bear testimony to the Lord in the east, 
on the staff at Messiah Home, and in the 
west. The Board of Missions, on behalf of 
a grateful brotherhood, pays tribute to a 
disciple who served her Master well. 
Board for Missions 
Erwin W. Thomas, Chairman 
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Two teams wait intensely, anticipating the question. 
QUIZ FINALS 
IN R€VIGJU 
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"I was sure I knew it." 
Saturday evening, July 7, marked 
the end of a long trail for 35 Bible 
quizzers. After many months of dili-
gent study they had come to the final 
play-offs. 
The final quiz between Pequea and 
Antrim, both of Pennsylvania, was to 
determine the General Conference 
winners for 1979. And the winner 
was—Pequea. 
The play-off tournament included a 
round-robin and a double elimination 
series. Pequea one of two teams from 
Atlantic Conference, came to the final 
quiz with a 5 and 1 record. 
Dale Mylin was the captain of the 
Pequea team and Lorene Wingert was 
the assistant captain. Other team mem-
bers were: Doug Shirk, Jeannie Hess, 
Dennis Mylin, Tim Shirk, Dianne Groff 
and Tami Harnish. The winning team 
was coached by Mark Hess, assisted 
by Jeff Frey. 
The Antrim team from Allegheny 
Conference was recognized as runnerup 
in the play-offs. Their captain was Jay 
Brubaker; Bob Thrush served as his 
assistant. Jay and Bob's teammates 
were: Esther Brubaker, Daryl Thrush, 
Carolyn Meyers and Kim Grove. Her-
shey Bowers was the Antrim coach. 
The Grantham team, also f rom 
Allegheny Conference placed third in 
the play-offs. Dave Zook was their 
captain. The other team members were 
Mindi Brubaker, Cindy Cassel, Rachel 
Team members encourage each other . . . and calm their spirits in prayer. 
ZECHARIAH 4^6 
Quizmaster Ken Hoke giving instructions. 
Paine, Linda Barrett, and Rob Bar-
rett. They were coached by Linda 
Osborne. 
The one out-of-state team in the 
play-offs was from Nappanee, Indiana 
representing Central Conference. Dave 
and Faith Charles led the team as cap-
tain and assistant respectively. Addi-
tional team members were: Phyllis 
Charles, Charlene Meyer, Barb Sides, 
Judy Sides, Steve Sides and Seth 
Charles. Daryl and Lois Climenhaga 
coached the Nappanee Team. 
Lancaster, the second team from the 
Atlantic Conference was the fifth team 
in the play-offs. Pete Montgomery was 
their captain. Completing the team 
Hobie Crystle, John Huber, Silena 
Davis, and Kay Stoner. Coaching the 
Lancaster team were Mark and Pris-
cilla Simmons. 
find the 





The high scorers on each team were: 
Doug Shirk (Pequea), Jay Brubaker 
(Antrim), Dave Zook (Grantham), 
Phyllis Charles (Nappanee), and Pete 
M o n t g o m e r y (Lancas t e r ) . Fa i th 
Charles was voted outstanding quizzer 
by the tournament quizzers. 
Thus another quiz season came to a 
close under the capable leadership of 
Quiz Director, Rev. Kenneth Hoke. 
The quality and spirit which character-
ized this year's play-offs were an elo-
quent witness to his effectiveness as 
both Quiz Director and Quizmaster. 
He was assisted by Dave Brubaker. 
The quiz play-offs were held at 
Roxbury campgrounds during the Alle-
gheny Family Camp. 
Bible Quiz is a youth ministry of the 
General Conference Board of Chris-
tian Education. It is provided as a pro-
gram whereby young people can develop 
a working knowledge of God's Word. 
Each year hundreds of Brethren in 
Christ youth become involved in this 
Bible study and memorization pro-
gram. 
Faith Charles being congratulated as 
standing Quizzer. 
Out-
Dale Mylin receiving plaque for the win-
ning team. 
The Pequea team expressing the joy of winning. 
npn^ck 
W . , .. 
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"It's Different 
This Year" 
Nancy H. Chubb 
It's September . . . 
School bells . . . 
Running to meet the bus. . . . 
No . . . it's different this year. 
Pack the van. . . . 
Travel four hundred miles . . . to Canada? 
Moving into a dorm? 
Oh Lord . . . did we make the right decision? Lord . . . 
if this is your will, please give us the certainty and comfort 
that we did what is best for our daughters and ourselves. 
And so he did . . . by blessing the years to follow our 
prayer with his faithfulness and assurance that our deci-
sion was a good one. 
As we reflect on those years Linda and Carol attended 
Niagara Christian College, we know the Lord opened this 
door for broadening their lives, as well as ours. 
Linda and Carol are graduates of NCC, 1971 and 1973 
respectively. Linda attended grade twelve; Carol attended 
grades ten, eleven and twelve. 
The new experience of attending a Christian school and 
living on campus granted them many opportunities for 
growth and testing of their attitudes, actions and re-actions 
to conflicts, pressures, joys and blessings of day to day 
living. Studying, dating, singing, praying and playing with 
their peers in a wholesome Christ-centered environment 
have benefited their lives even now. The student enroll-
ment, not being large, also gave opportunity to become 
involved in athletics, choir, and various other activities, 
groups, and events. 
Along with the studies of the Bible, the quality of educa-
tion and academic program offered was compatible to that 
of our local public high school and qualified them for 
entrance into college. The added advantage at NCC was 
having a Bible course. 
The presence of a Christian faculty contributed a good 
influence to their lives; stimulating and challenging them 
to think and relate life and learning to their Christian faith. 
The staff had a personal interest in the girls as individuals. 
We are indeed grateful for that kind of caring and concern. 
Separation enhanced communication in the form of letter 
writing. Many of the ideas and plans going through those 
teenage minds were revealed much better in their letters 
than day to day contact would have revealed. We are 
grateful for all the letters, telephone calls, visits between 
home and school that helped keep our family excited and 
happy. 
The Christian friends our girls made through their years 
at NCC were the beginning of lasting relationships they 
Back Row, left to right: Mike and Carol Russ, Linda and Ken 
Letner; front row left to right: Harold Chubb, holding Nicholas 
Joel Russ: Angi Dorene Russ, and Nancy Chubb with Kyle Dale 
Letner. 
— — 
Ken and Linda Letner are both graduates of Messiah 
College. Ken is a graduate of Ashland Theological Semi-
nary and is serving as associate pastor, Lancaster Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
Mike and Carol Russ both attended Messiah, Mike 
graduating in 1975. Mike is an agent for Kemper Insurance 
Co. and assistant soccer coach at Messiah. They are 
members of the Carlisle Brethren in Christ Church where 
Mike is a member of the church board. 
Harold and Nancy are members of the Skyline View 
Church where Harold serves as deacon and Nancy as 
General Sunday School Superintendent. 
still share. Friends that shared and cared. Friends from far 
away places. Friends that opened their home to be a home 
away from home. Friends that warmed our hearts and still 
do so each time that we meet. 
Through the sharing of joyous times, sad times, home-
sickness, girl friends, boy friends, exams, special times we 
can truly say "Thank you Lord" for guiding, teaching and 
loving us through each one, and making them all a learning 
experience to be treasured. 
Had we not followed this request by two teen-age girls, 
to attend Niagara Christian College, with prayer for God's 
way and will. . . . 
and not stepped out in faith. . . . 
We would all have missed . . . 
Something beautiful . . . Something good! 
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Editorial 
An Unfortunate Translation 
In itself it may not have justified the publishing of a 
translation; but it was a fortunate day for the church when 
in recent versions I Corinthians 1:21 was translated more 
accurately. 
Paul, in the verse referred to, did not intend to down 
play preaching as a method of communicating the gospel 
as the King James rendition suggests. His point was that in 
the value structure of the world the message of the cross 
appeared inadequate and indeed foolish. It was the mes-
sage and not the method that was foolishness. 
But there have been those who use the traditional trans-
lation to sort of apologize for preaching. It is seen as a less 
than effective method of communication. It was suggested 
to us during my seminary days (in a seminary with a 
tradition of great preachers) that preaching was like 
arranging a room full of bottles and then standing at the 
end of the room and throwing buckets of water over the 
bottles in an attempt to fill them. 
Counselling, in contrast, was to take these bottles one by 
one and carefully fill each one. Although there are observa-
tions one could make about the illustration, the point was 
not lost on the students. Counselling was a more effective 
means of ministry and communication than was preaching. 
Counselling was in. Preaching was suspect. It is my 
observation that the trend has not been materially reversed 
during these intervening decades. 
We have some indication as to the status of preaching 
when we attempt to define the role of a pastor. The identi-
fication of his role is somewhat colord by the growing 
emphasis upon lay involvement. So, such terms as facilita-
tor or player-coach are used to describe the pastor's task. 
He is seen as an administrator. He keeps the people busy, 
the organization running, and the body functioning. 
Our worship experience has taken on increasingly the 
horizontal dimension. We rightly see fellowship as an 
essential addition to the classical definition of the church 
as being "where the Word is proclaimed and the sacra-
ments rightly administered." 
But this sense of the horizontal needs the vertical. We 
need to emphasize what happens in the pulpit as well as 
what happens in the pew. In fact, unless something 
happens in the pulpit less and less of significance will 
happen in the pew. 
Another facet of current church life is a renewed interest 
in the Bible. This is evident in the prolification and pur-
chase of new versions and in the emphasis upon individual 
and small group Bible studies. 
Without doubt these two factors have been a blessing to 
the church. But the emphasis upon the individual or small 
group studying and understanding the Scripture has 
deemphasized the role of the pastor as preacher-teacher. 
God speaks directly to the individual or through the small 
group encounter. The word from the pulpit lacks the 
authority it once had. 
I have suggested some of the reasons why preaching has 
fallen upon hard times. Others could be named. The radio 
speaker and television programs are hard acts to follow. 
How many sermons a week can a person digest? How does 
the pastor compete with Falwell and Roberts and Schuller 
and Graham? 
But these very reasons which militate against preaching 
are the very reasons why a revival in preaching is needed. 
Biblical preaching is preventive counselling. Biblical 
preaching is a word from and a word to. The origin of the 
message is the Word of God. The destination is the wor-
shipper in his need and his situation. 
God will only know what life changing decisions were 
made because of truth communicated through preaching. 
Issues were resolved before they became problems. Prev-
entive counselling was practiced reducing the need for 
therapeutic counselling. 
Ours is a culture consumed with self. We are impressed 
with our own needs and problems; our plans and aspira-
tions; our feelings and our drives. Much of evangelical 
theology is person-centered. Methods of Bible study and 
worship focus on me and my needs. "What does the Scrip-
ture mean to me?" "State how you feel about. . . ." 
Before I can say what this Scripture means to me it is 
essential that I know what the Scripture means. Along with 
how I feel about a situation it is necessary to know how 
God feels about it. This is where a preaching-teaching 
ministry comes into the life of a congregation. There are 
those with the gift of teaching and preaching whom the 
church has recognized. These need to be supported to give 
themselves to study and teaching and preaching in order 
that we may more clearly understand the Bible's message. 
We need preaching to maintain fellowship. Christian 
fellowship has its basis in our common experience in Christ 
and our common task and destiny in God's plan. Of this we 
need to be constantly reminded. The wear and the tear of 
personalities and relationships will get to us unless we have 
our vision raised beyond ourselves. The little, petty things 
that break fellowship and tie up or tear down a con-
gregation are almost beyond belief. Surely one of the 
reasons is the lack of a consuming vision of what God's 
grace is all about and the glorious possibilities that God 
wants his church to experience—even now. 
The recovery of preaching lies with both minister and 
congregation. The congregation needs to provide the time; 
the minister the discipline. 
Mark states that Jesus, following his wilderness encoun-
ter and the arrest of John the Baptist, "came into Galilee, 
preaching the gospel of God, and saying, 'The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand, repent, and 
believe in the gospel.' " (Italics mine) Z. 
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The Contemporary Scene 
Way is Cleared for Civil Courts 
To Enter Church Controversies 
State courts do not necessarily have to defer to church 
law when resolving disputes between different factions 
claiming the same church property, the Supreme Court 
ruled in a case that a court minority said probably will 
increase the involvement of civil courts in church contro-
versies. 
By the narrowest 5-4 margin, the high Court concluded 
that Georgia state courts may decide which faction of a 
divided Presbyterian congregation in Macon may lay 
claim to the disputed property rights. The Court fell short, 
however, of awarding the property in dispute to the major-
ity fact ion of the Vineville Presbyterian Church, holding 
that the Georgia courts must now determine if Presbyter-
ian Church policy mandates that the property go instead to 
its "loyal" minority. 
More than six years ago, at a duly constituted meeting of 
the congregation, 164 of Vineville's members voted to 
withdraw f rom the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States (PCUS), while 94 voted to remain. The majority 
informed the denominat ion of its action and proceeded to 
unite with another group, the Presbyterian Church in 
America, a new denominat ion composed of congregations 
unhappy with what they perceived as "liberalism" in the 
PCUS. 
Consistent with Presbyterian Church polity, the Augusta-
Macon presbytery appointed a commission to investigate 
the schism. That panel concluded that the "loyal" minority 
remained the true congregation and was thus entitled to 
the church property. After appealing unsuccessfully in 
federal court to reclaim the property, the minority took its 
case to a state trial court , which ruled that under Georgia 
property laws the majori ty owned the property. The Geor-
gia Supreme Court affirmed. 
In sending the case back for further action, the high 
Cour t hinted that the Georgia courts may find it necessary 
to rule for the PCUS, thereby reversing their previous 
decisions. That would happen, the Court said, if the PCUS 
can prove that its policy requires that disputed property go 
to the denomination. The Georgia courts earlier failed to 
address that question, holding simply that under state law 
in any such dispute the property in question belongs to the 
majority of church members. 
Races Gather in 
Christian Unity Display 
"Over the next ten years, South Africa is going to be the 
focus of attention all over the world in an unprecedented 
way," Cecil Kerr of Northern Ireland told a Christian rally 
in Pretoria. "You are going to be either a scandal to the 
world or you are going to be a visual aid to the world of 
what God can do to heal a nation so divided." 
He made his remarks at the South African Leadership 
Assembly (SACLA) that met f rom July 5 to 15. Seven 
thousand Christians of all races and denominations gathered 
for the closing rally to give visual expression to their con-
viction that there was a dynamic spiritual alternative to the 
racial tensions in their troubled country. 
That declaration and sense of reconciliation had been 
stressed by Anglican evangelist Michael Cassidy, leader of 
the sponsoring Africa Enterprise Team and programme 
chairman of the conference. "If we are to give a lead to a 
fractured and uncertain society, we need first to heal the 
fractures within the church," he contended. 
The assembly was the largest and most representative 
gathering of its kind ever held in South Africa, where 
interaction between blacks and whites is not common. Of 
the 4,700 registered delegates, about half were black, and 
about 15 per cent were f rom Afrikaans-speaking churches. 
The conference did encounter criticism and opposition 
from both radical blacks and conservative whites. In spite 
of that, the consensus among delegates as they left for 
home was that a sense of spiritual unity pervaded the 
assembly and would affect future relations. 
Among foreign visitors attending the meeting were John 
Howard Yoder, Ronald J. Sider, and D'onald Jacobs. 
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